
gentrification
a statistical analysis



Concept of gentrification?



Economics?

 Rent increases

 House prices 

increase

 City gets more 

revenues from 

taxes



Unaffordable housing =>leave

 People have to 

leave 

neighborhood, 

leave friends and 

social connections.

 May have longer 

commute to work.



Other Social Impacts?
 Traffic

 Construction

 Social services: health, 

education, ..



Whole Foods effect

 What Effect?
 Affordable food?

 Other upscale retailers gather around?

 Rents they can pay vs Mom & Pop shops?



Define gentrification in NYC?

 NYC Sub-Borough Areas 

(SBA):

 Low-income: bottom 40% of 

household income: i.e. 22 of 

55 SBAs in NYC. 

 Since 1990 all rent grew.

 BUT, for 15 low-income SBAs, 

rent increases were higher 

than median.

 THESE ARE CALLED 

“GENTRIFYING”



Income Changes:
?

VELOCITY ?
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What can data do?

1. Granular definition of what is 

gentrification.

2. Time-referenced description of the 

process of gentrification.

3. Leading indicators of gentrification.

4. Predictions of areas to be gentrified.

5. Transparency informs developers, 

community, and policy.


