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168 Appendis C

women to study by a system of correspondence between
teacher and pupil. It wisely supposes that there are a great
many women who have a taste for study, but cannot leave
their homes to attend college. A pupil can study as much
as she thinks she is able, and can become as proficient as
she wishes in any branch of knowledge that is capable of
being studied at home, and without a tutor upon the
scene. No degrees are given, but a certificate stating ex-
actly what has been studied and with what success. The
teachers are women of culture and refinement, and cor-
respondence with them is a great boon. Of the women
in New York who are longing for Something definite to do
in the way of study, and are prevented from attending col-
lege because there is none in the city, thirty-three pursue
this course, besides thirty-six others that live in the vicinity,
thus making a tota] of sixty-nine girls in New York and
vicinity who are studying by this method for lack of better.

Sixteen hundred girls go to Normal College. QOut of these
sixteen hundred, only a small numher become teachers, and
that is the object and worth of the college — to turn out
teachers. The curriculum of Normal does not satisfy the
demand in women for a complete collegiate course; seven
graduates of Normal College are now studying at Columbia.
Itis commonly supposed that only parents who could not
afford to pay tuition fees send their children to Normal
College. On the contrary, a very large number of the par-
ents could easily afford it, and would gladly send their
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B.A., a Normal course for such as would care to become
teachers, and possibly an Industrial course for such as
would wish to earn their living as artisans.

There exists also an apology for a collegiate course for
women held out by Columbia College. There have been
thirty-eight girls who began that course. During the four
vears, eight have dropped from the ranks — either from
discouragement at the slender advantages offered and
many difficulties to contend against, or perhaps from
nervous dread of encountering the phalanx of staring
youths; one girl has graduated and received her certificate,
and one more has put argument into the mouths of the
enemy by leaving the course to enter upon married life,
Thus, with wonderful perseverance, twenty-eight girls
have continued to take the course. These twenty-eight
girls have worked nobly, actuated by the sentiment that a
principle was at stake, They felt that they were there on
trial, on probation; several of them, though deriving but
little benefit from their labors, still kept on, hoping that
their perseverance would finally induce the trustees to open
to women students the ful] privileges of the college.

By a resolution of the Trustees of Columbia College
adopted June 8, 1883, it was ordered that ‘a course of col-
legiate study, equivalent to the course given to young men
in the college, should be offered to such women as may
desire to avail themselves of it, to be pursued under the
general direction of the F. aculty of the College, in accord-
ance with the following principles and regulations, etc.’
This read excellently — it seemed as if the long-talked-of
loaf was at last to be thrown to the women; but, alas! it
soon turned out to be a stone, and of a particularly indi-
gestible quality. These ‘principles and regulations’ simply
were to the effect that the women could pursue their studies
wheresoever and howsoever they pleased, except under the
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to pay tuition, President Hunter tells me he is very anxious
to secure the right of conferring degrees, as the New York
Cellege for boys has the right. He would also alter or im-
prove the present curriculum of Normal College, having
an Art course for such as would care to take the degree of
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The President called a meeting of the trustees and read
them the resolution passed Some years ago by them, and
eéssayed to prove that the admittance of women to the lec-

Was a matter of Courtesy, and known to the college, there
could be no such objection. Zoﬂﬁﬁrwﬁmn&nm this very
plausible reading of the resolution by the President, the
trustees agreed that women must ng longer be allowed to
attend any of the lectures,

Failing in his object, the President then called another
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Board, for, though in the irregular operation of the jllegal
habit they had seen no real objection, stil] they were loath
officially to advocate such an advanced and liberal (and
possibly demoralizing) state of things. So, since that day,
N0 women have been permitted to attend the regular lec-
tures. Even if women could legally be admitted to the
lecture-room, there would still exist a reason why coeduca-
tion could not exist at Columbia proper. Columbia, like
Harvard, needs all her income for the institution as it now
exists, and does not care to assume new responsibilities,
President Barnard has told me that he has every reason

principals of private schools for young ladies who, shrewdly
seeing how anxious their pupils are for something, any-
thing, really collegiate, have engaged one or more Columbja
professors or tutors to lecture to the girls during the winter,
and the different instructors may be seen scattered about

Appendix C 173

hundred students. It now occupies modest but comfortable
quarters in Cambridge and only requires to be recognized
as permanently connected with Harvard University to
become a perfect success. The founders of the Harvard
Annex had to cope with serious difficulties that are entirely
removed from the founding of an Annex to Columbia. The
students of the Harvard Annex are not permitted to gain
a degree, but are obliged to content themselves with certifi-
cates. On the contrary, a graduate of the Columbia Annex
would readily receive the degree of B.A., as the ‘Circular
of Information’ for the Collegiate Course for Women at
Columbia College, 1887-88 reads: ‘The degree of bachelor
of arts will be conferred on such students as shall have pur-
sued, during four years, a course of study fully equivalent
to that for which the same degree is conferred in the School
of Arts, and shall have passed the examinations required.’
And, further, ‘Any woman who shall have taken the degree
of bachelor of arts in the collegiate course for women may
study for higher degrees under the direction of the Faculty
of the College.” And for those who wish only to pursue some
special studies: ‘To students not pursuing the full course
required for the degree of bachelor of arts, but limiting them-
selves to one or more courses of inferior range, a certificate
of proficiency in the subjects pursued will be given on the
satisfactory completion of such course or courses of study,
to be signed by the President of the College and the exam-
ining professor or professors.’

In Cambridge, they have an Annex and are praying for
certain conditions that will insure its permanent existence
and success. In New York, we have the conditions that
would bring permanent existence and success, but we have
no Annex.

‘Where shall the scholar live?’ says Longfellow. *In soli-
tude or in society? In the green stillness of the country
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where he can hear the heart of nature beat, or in the dark,
gray city, where he can hear and feel the throbbing heart
of man?’ I will make answer for him, and say ‘In the dark,
gray city.” In this ‘dark, gray city,’” this huge, growing,
striving, ambitious city with its many means of satisfying
life’s demands, there is one lack — the lack of a college
where wemen may attain a complete education without
leaving their homes and families. OQught we not, therefore,
to begin at once to organize an association for the collegiate
instruction of women by the professors and other instructors
of Columbia College?
ANNIE NATHAN MEYER
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