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Biography of Millicent Carey McIntosh



Millicent Carey McIntosh was born on November 30, 1898 in Baltimore, Maryland. She got her bachelors degree from Bryn Mawr College and afterwards studied economics at Cambridge University. She then earned a PhD in English from Johns Hopkins University, where she wrote a thesis on 14th century mystery plays. After completing her doctorate, McIntosh taught at her alma mater, Bryn Mawr College and served as acting dean from 1929-1930. She then became the headmistress of the Brearley School in New York City from 1930 until 1947.
 During her time there, she initiated a sexual education for sixth graders and taught the course herself.
 In 1947, she became the Dean of Barnard College, and in 1952, she was chosen to be the first President of Barnard. Her appointment to President was promoted by foundation officials who McIntosh had spoken with on behalf of Barnard, and was ultimately approved by Columbia.
 McIntosh, an ardent feminist, wasn’t the first in her family to engage in feminism. Her mother was heavily involved in feminist causes, including women’s suffrage.
 Her aunt, Martha Carey Thomas, taught English at Bryn Mawr and served as President of the college from 1894-1922.
 Mcintosh was the first married woman with children to head one of the Seven Sisters. She was married to renowned pediatrician Dr. Rustin McIntosh. Together, they had four sons and one daughter. McIntosh was considered a role model for women who wanted to have it all- a husband, children, an enriching education, and an active and fulfilling career. McIntosh inspired students by showing that they could have successful professional lives while still spending ample time with their families. McIntosh was admired by the students, and many affectionately referred to her as Mrs. Mac. 


McIntosh was an active leader and initiated several programs. She instituted a course about modern living to give students the opportunity to think critically about their lives and decisions. The course was required and she taught it herself.
 She also initiated The Barnard Forum, a one day annual meeting that connected Barnard alumnae in New York City. She created a advising position for a foreign students and encouraged both the adviser and faculty members to engage in international scholarship.
 McIntosh also worked tirelessly to procure funding so that Barnard could flourish. She also instituted Operation Bootstrap, a fundraising initiative that caught the attention of wealthy donors like John D. Rockefeller and ultimately raised 1.7 million dollars. As a result of this successful campaign, Milbank Hall, theater space for the Minor Latham Playhouse, Lehman Hall-Wollman Library, and Helen Reid Hall were either built or remodeled during McIntosh’s tenure. She also focused on centralizing all donations to Barnard through The Barnard Fund. She established a close relationship with the leadership across the street, working closely with Columbia Presidents Dwight Eisenhower and Grayson Kirk on various projects and initatives.
 She also spoke and lectured about family and women’s education across the country.
 


McIntosh’s educational philosophy was quite practical. She once said that “having both a job and a family broadens one's perspective, which in turn makes a great contribution to a happy home life.”
 She is remembered as a President who “taught Barnard women to balance career and family” and is described as “ahead of her time,” “the ultimate role model,” and one who “disliked honorifics.”
 She was truly a respectable woman. 


The respect that McIntosh’s colleagues had for her remained strong even after she left Barnard. She was consulted by the Barnard College trustees throughout the seventies, especially regarding the question of merging Barnard and Columbia. McIntosh, as sharp and pragmatic as ever, suggested that the trustees contemplate whether “a merger produce better education for Barnard and Columbia”, whether “relations between Barnard women and Columbia men be improved,” and whether “a merger create economies for both colleges.”
 Additionally, four years after leaving Barnard, McIntosh was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
 On January 3rd, 2001, McIntosh passed away at the age of 102, leaving behind monumental accomplishments and legacy that continues to inspire young women until today.   
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