Rosalind Rosenberg Interview Interview with Helene Kaplan – 3/22/00 – conducted by phone with typed notes

Office phone: 735-2340

Weekend phone 914-657-8323

1) Main question is how did Barnard, alone among the women’s colleges affiliated with major research universities, survive? 

HK: Main reason was Barnard’s separate faculty.

When HK was a student Barzun, Trilling were teachers of undergraduates. – That era was gone by the time HK became a trustee.  She and other trustees believed that undergraduates at Columbia were not being well served – that the University had become too research oriented.

2) Can you comment on the roles of each of the presidents in the critical years?  How would you distinguish their respective roles in relations with Columbia?

a. Martha Peterson – HK and many of the women on the Board felt that Peterson was too close to McGill and that she could not see an alternative to merger. 

b. Jacqueline Mattfeld – manipulative, created divisions on the Board, was a very suspicious person.  But she did “hit us in the face with reality of situation” we faced with Columbia.  She fought constantly with Arthur Altschul, to the point that Arthur would not go to a meeting with Mattfeld unless Helene accompanied him as a witness. 

c. Why did Bill McGill stop dealing with her?  JM was very confrontational with McGill.  HK implies that BC Board was always aware that there was a serious possibility that CU would admit women; Board was trying to buy time and create the benefits of coeducation without the downside.

d. Ellen Futter? extraordinarily effective in that time – the right leader for the right time.  She dealt with the urgent problems of that time.  She was a builder, a manager – NY has so many centrifugal forces at work – the trick is to capture the attention of the New York community – she succeeded in doing this – she epitomized what was the best about Barnard. Not just a fund raiser – a leader. Chief accomplishment: making Barnard fully residential.

3) Ellie Elliott remembers, vaguely, a meeting with you and a few other trustees in which someone said that Barnard risked being the victim of a “hostile takeover” and that you needed to be represented by Joe Flom.  Do you remember such a conversation?  When did it take place.  Did Flom play a role in negotiations? 

HK: Conversation took place during Ellen’s admin. – HK made comment about hostile take over, although the concern by then was with how to negotiate the best deal possible with Columbia, to protect Barnard’s affiliated status. Dick Chinn and Joe Flom were intrigued about how to solve difficult problems. Threat was that CU would cut off the affiliation with Barnard.  Dick Chinn, a friend of Chuck Luce of the CU Board – Dick able to communicate to Chuck the virtues of Barnard, and Chuck heard.  JM had wanted to explore the possibility of making partnerships with other institutions.  But HK wanted to remain affiliated – to build up a new applicant pool.  

4) When did you first learn of Sovern’s decision to admit women to Columbia College?  Doesn’t remember.  The situation was not friendly, despite the friendship. 

Every discussion on finances with CU was extraordinarily unpleasant.  Not a friendly thing despite the friendship. 

Satisfactory resolution in a very difficult period – bought us time – gave us the opportunity to stabilize. 

Flow of funds gradually was swinging in Barnard’s favor – to such an extent that next agreement shifted to ranges. 

5) Tell me something of your biography.  What led you to come to Barnard? When did you arrive?  Your major? Any particular college memories?  Any classes with Columbia students?  Did you go straight to law school?  What was that like? What led you to join the Board?  What do you consider your most significant achievement? 

Came to Barnard at 16, class of 1953. Had first daughter a year later.  Biggest influences on her: the female faculty and Millicent McIntosh – Mirra Komarovsky and her work – Serra in American history – Rosalie Colely. “I was only 16 when I came to Barnard”  – turned on by women who were leaders – McIntosh made clear that there was nothing you couldn’t do – she was wrong – you had to have money to have children and a career.  In senior year took a course taught by Barzun and Graff.  A sophomore at BC – knew Mark Kaplan – he went to law school when Helene was a junior – she served on a jury at the law school – wanted to be a lawyer when she graduated from law school.  Had two cousins who were lawyers (both men); father’s attitude was be a teacher; mother was ill from time HK was  five – she had MS – “father made me feel I could do anything.” Graduated in 1953 – at the time Mirra’s book came out. Had already had first child 1954 when she read.  Helene remembers reading it and “weeping.”– two daughters, four grandchildren.

Believes that quality of life at CU for undergrads has improved with Rupp.  

Lehecka was very difficult. 

“Not good to keep papers lying around” – therefore has no archive. 
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