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PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Address: 33B, Shashkina Street Almaty, 050044 Kazakhstan 
Phone/fax: 7 727 2646300 
Email: assel.Terlikbayeva@ghrcca.org 
 
EDUCATION 
 
MPH pending             University at Albany, School of Public Health, 2023 
MSSW   Columbia University School of Social Work, 2003 
MD                              Almaty Medical University, Internal Medicine, 2000 
  
    
Certificates 
Hypothesis Testing in Public Health by Johns Hopkins University on Coursera. Certificate earned 
at Monday, March 23, 2020 1:49 PM GMT 
 
"Epidemiology: The Basic Science of Public Health by The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill on Coursera. Certificate earned at Wednesday, January 16, 2019 6:26 AM GMT". 
 
"Summary Statistics in Public Health by Johns Hopkins University on Coursera. Certificate 
earned at Sunday, May 12, 2019 4:38 PM GMT". 

 
Current and Past Positions  
  -   
2007-  Regional Director, Columbia University Global Health Research 

Center of Central Asia, Almaty, Kazakhstan 
 
2018 -   President, Center for Scientific and Practical Initiatives 
 
2019-2021.     Adjunct Research Scientist, Faculty of Social Work, Columbia University 
                        School of Social Work  
 
2019 - 2020   Part-time Lecturer, Asfendiyarov Kazakh 
                        National Medical University (KNMU) 
 
2018 - 2019   Part-time Lecturer, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University  

 
Previous positions 
2004 Program Coordinator, HIV/AIDS prevention and intervention. American 

International Health Alliance (AIHA), Almaty, Kazakhstan 
2003  Research Scientist, Republican AIDS Center, Almaty, Kazakhstan 
2002    Research Intern, Social Intervention Group, New York, NY  
2002   Program Intern, Doctors of the World, New York, NY 
2001 Program Intern, Human Services Center, Outpatient Drug Treatment and 

Domestic  Program, New York, NY 
2000  Medical Intern, Toxicology Center, Emergency Hospital, Almaty, Kazakhstan 
 
Honors 
2001 - 2003 Open Society Institute Graduate Fellowship to study for M.S in Social Work at 
Columbia University 
 



Memberships and committee assignments in professional societies 
Advisory Board for the Ministry of Health Kazakhstan National Center of Skin and Infectious 
Diseases, member, 2019-current 
International AIDS Society (IAS), 2010 – current 
Almaty Social Insurance Fund, Advisory Board, member, 2021-current 
Government Country Coordinating Committee to Fight AIDS, Tubersulosis, and Malaria, under 
the Prime Minister, member, 2014-2018, 2019-2022 
 
Record of Grant Support: 
Current 
2020 – 2023 Investigator, R34, AEGIDA: HIV self-testing intervention for women who 

exchange sex and inject or use drugs, US, NIDA 
2021 – 2023 Investigator, R34, JasSpark: HIV testing crowdsourced intervention for 

youth in Kazakhstan, US Fogarty 
2022 – 2024 Principal Investigator, Helping women from marginalized groups victims of 

gender-based violence, SVRI 
2021-2024 Investigator, Technical Assistance for PrEP national implementation, 

GFATM 
2021-2024 Investigator, Mitigating COVID-19 influence on key populations, GFATM  
2021-2022 Investigator, Assessing COVID 19 vaccination attitudes among PLWH in 

Kazakhstan, US Fogarty 
2018 – 2023 Investigator, R34, SMART COUPLES. A couple-based antiretroviral 

therapy adherence intervention for people who inject drugs in Kazakhstan. 
US NIDA 

2019 – 2022 Principal Investigator, Measuring the prevalence of isoniazid mono--‐
resistance of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in Kazakhstan. Becton Dickinson 

 
Completed 
2016 –2021 Investigator, R01, UNI: Increasing Involvement of MSM in the Continuum 

of Care in Kazakhstan, US NIDA 
2018 – 2020 National Research Partner, SOS study: Multisite implementation study on 

community management of opioid overdose including the use of naloxone 
for preventing overdose deaths. UNODC/WHO 

2018 – 2020 Investigator, BeOnline, A Platform to Expand HIV Testing Among Men 
Who Have Sex With Men (MSM) and Transgender Individuals in 
Kazakhstan. Elton John AIDS Foundation 

2015 –2020  Investigator, BRIDGE: Improving HIV Service Delivery for People Who 
Inject Drugs in Kazakhstan, US NIDA 

2014 –2019  Investigator, NOVA: Evaluating a Microfinance Intervention for High Risk 
Women in Kazakhstan, US NIDA 

2013-2015 Investigator, Assessment of TB and risk factors for TB among labor 
migrants from Central Asia countries working in Kazakhstan, USAID  

2013-2015 Co-investigator, A computerized family-based HIV and drug abuse 
prevention  program for adolescents in Kazakhstan,US NIDA 

2010 – 2014 Site Investigator,  Mapping of eco-social and genetic factors of susceptibility 
to tuberculosis among the population of Kazakhstan, Ministry of Education 
and Science, Kazakhstan 

2009 - 2013 Co-investigator, Overdose Prevention Program for IDU in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan, Soros  Foundation, Kazakhstan  

2009 - 2010 Co-investigator, Training: Research Ethics of working with Vulnerable 
Populations. Open  Society Institute (OSI) Alumni Grant Program.  

2009 - 2011 Co-investigator, Sexual Health, HIV/AIDS, and Human Rights among Gay, 
Bisexual, and Other Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan, Open Society Institute 



2009 - 2013 Co-investigator, HIV/STI risk among migrant workers in Kazakhstan. US 
National Institute of Mental Health 

2008 -2013  Co-investigator, Couples-based HIV/STI Prevention for  
injecting drug users in Kazakhstan, US NIDA  

2006 - 2008 Site Investigator, Marketplace Project: Examining correlates of HIV/STI 
among  migrant market vendors. Columbia University School of Social 
Work & Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy (ISERP)  

2003 - 2006  Site Investigator, Project Renaissance, Couple-based HIV prevention with 
drug users in Kazakhstan. Pilot randomized controlled trial. US NIDA  

 
Editorial Boards 
2018 – present Academic Editor, PLOS One  
ad hoc reviewer for:  
   The Lancet  

The Harm Reduction Journal 
   The Heliyon 
   Journal of Drug and Alcohol Dependence 
   International Health 
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