Laura M. Fernandez, LMSW

404 11th Street, Apt. 1L, Brooklyn, NY  11215       917-974-4253           laurafernandez72@msn.com
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE_____________________________________________________________________

Clinical Director (2015 – present)
Sanctuary for Families – New York, New York
· Provide leadership around clinical issues as a member of the senior leadership team
· Oversee clinical programs; combined budget of over $9 million.

· Develop and monitor the implementation of new initiatives in all programs and ensure compliance with funder mandates.

· Responsible for direct and indirect supervision of 90+ clinical and administrative staff.

· Coordinate and oversee the MSW intern training and education program.

Assistant Executive Director of Programs (2007 – 2015)
Edwin Gould Services for Children and Families - Brooklyn, NY


· Manage all aspects of the agency’s preventive programs under contract with the New York City Administration for Children’s Services in Brooklyn, Manhattan and the Bronx; combined budget of over $3.7 million.
· Oversee STEPS domestic violence programs; combined budget of over $3 million.

· Develop and monitor the implementation of new initiatives in all programs and ensure compliance with funder mandates.

· Responsible for direct and indirect supervision of 60+ clinical and administrative staff.

· Evaluate and ensure compliance with ACS mandates and clinical initiatives. 
· Provide leadership in collaboration with the National Traumatic Stress Network to implement trauma-informed services across the agency.
Adjunct Professor (2007-2010)
Hunter College, School of Social Work 
· Developed curriculum and lessons plans for courses in three subject areas
· Taught classes in Research, Child Welfare Policy and Child Welfare Ways of Knowing

· Collaborated with faculty members and implemented online lesson components in keeping with new school policies
Director, Incarcerated Mothers Program (2001 – 2007)
Edwin Gould Services for Children and Families - Brooklyn, NY


· Developed and implemented family interventions to avoid foster care placement resulting from maternal incarceration.
· Assessed, monitored, and facilitated family safety and well-being though the coordination of individual case management and clinical services. 
· Conducted needs assessment and development new program components.
· Oversaw and supervised administrative, clinical and MSW interns and staff; responsible for budget of $680,000 including $200,000 in fundraising through grants and private sources. 
Coordinator, STEPS Alternatives to Incarceration Program (1999- 2001)
Edwin Gould Services for Children and Families - Brooklyn, NY



· Provided counseling, support and case management services to battered women charged with crimes against their abusers.
· Facilitated clinical support groups for battered women in prison and in the community.
· Developed and implemented program goals to meet performance-based contract milestones.
· Supervised court advocates, clinical staff and MSW interns.

· Responsible for monthly reports, invoices and the administration of the program.

· Represented the program within the domestic violence and criminal justice communities; engaged in advocacy and educational projects.

Counselor / Advocate (1996- 1999)
Sanctuary for Families
 - New York, New York





· Provided wide range of clinical and case management services to battered women and their families in multi-service and multi-discipline domestic violence agency.
· Responded to hotline calls, including providing crisis intervention.
· Facilitated a psycho-educational domestic violence group; developed curriculum.

· Supervised social work interns and resident managers.

· Planned and implemented community outreach workshops and trainings around the issues of domestic violence and child welfare.
· Identified policy and practice issues in the broader community, and advocated for change through participation in multi-disciplinary committees and legal-clinical collaboration.  
Social Work Intern (1995 – 1996)
Sanctuary for Families
 - New York, New York






· Counseled children of battered women, both individually and with their families.

· Facilitated children’s group to promote healing from exposure to domestic violence.

· Assisted with the coordination of childcare, children’s programming and special events.

· Presented workshops to educate teens of domestic violence in high school and social service agencies.
Adoption Worker (1992-1994)
Massachusetts State Department of Social Services
 - Boston, Massachusetts

· Responsible for case management, service provision, and permanency planning for a revolving caseload of 50 children in state custody.

· Recruited adoptive families, conducted home studies, and placed older/special needs children into suitable homes.

· Worked with a legal team to advance the permanency goals; testified in court.  

· Prepared clinical paperwork necessary for adoption.

· Assisted children and biological families in the process of adoption, and assessed children’s clinical needs for specialized services.

Child Protective Social Worker (October 1990 – October 1992)
Massachusetts State Department of Social Services
 - Boston, Massachusetts


· Managed caseload of 22 families whose cases were open after a supported allegation of child abuse or neglect.
· Completed 30 day risk assessment and developed service plan for the family; coordinated referrals to strengthen the family unit; engaged in regular announced and unannounced home visits to monitor the safety of children.
· Prepared documentation and collaborated with legal team to remove children from their home when indicated; placed children in foster care.
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS__________________________________________________________________

Gender Justice Task Force, Steering Committee



2016- present

Downstate Coalition 






2015 – present

Task Force Subcommittee Youth Prevention Work Group

2017- present

NY Initiative for Children of Incarcerated Parents 


2010 - 2016
Council on Family and Child Caring Agencies

Evidenced-based workgroup




2013 - 2015
Preventive Accountability




2010 - 2015
Network for Peace through Dialogue, Board Member


2003 - 2011
Child Welfare Collaborative of East Harlem, Co-chair


2003 - 2007
ACS Neighborhood Network Conference Planning Committee

2003 - 2004

Women in Prison Roundtable Planning Committee


2000 - 2002

Interagency Task Force Against Domestic Violence


1995 - 2002


Teen Abuse Forum, Co-Chair




1996 - 2002


Failure to Protect Working Group



1999
SELECTED TESTIMONY __________________________________________________________________

Nicholson v. Williams¸ (federal court, 2001)

· Reviewed 71 selected case files in federal class action lawsuit regarding child welfare practices in domestic violence case; presented expert report on case practice; qualified and testified as expert witness.  (2001)

· Testified as fact witness as social worker/counsellor for lead plaintiff in the class action (Sharwline Nicholson)

New York City Council (New York City, various) 

· Effect of Rockefeller Drug Laws on incarcerated mothers and their children (October 2002)

· Effect of Police Response to Domestic Violence on battered women (October, 1999)
SELECTED TRAININGS AND PRESENTATIONS_____________________________________________________

“The Evolution of the New York City Child Welfare System’s Response to Domestic Violence” Panelist, Legal Issues at the Intersection of Domestic Violence and Child Welfare, co-sponsored by the Children’s Aid Society and Administration for Children’s Services.  (November, 2013) 
XII  World Congress of Comparative Education Societies, Havana, Cuba.  Co-presented, “We Can Hear You:  Documenting Youth Voices for Social Justice.” (October, 2004)
“Child Abuse, Neglect and the Foster Care System,” Practicing Law Institute.  Presented, “Domestic Violence and the Child Welfare System.”  (March, 2001)
“Innovations in Forensic Mental Health,” New York University of Social Work.  Co-presented, “Women and Forensic Mental Health.”  (June, 2000)
“Community Policing and Domestic Violence,” New York Regional Policing Institute.  Co-presented, “Community Policing, Corrections and Domestic Violence” (February, 2000)
Teen Abuse Conference, sponsored by Teen Abuse Forum.  Co-chairperson.  (1998 and 1999)
“Issues and Challenges for Professionals in Child Welfare and Community-Based Collaboration,” Fordham University Graduate School of Social Services and the NYC Administration for Children’s Services.  Co-presented workshop, “Serving Adolescents in a Community Based System:  Understanding Teen Relationship Abuse.”  (July, 1998)
3rd Annual Child Abuse Prevention Conference, Albany.  Co-presented, “The Links Between Child Abuse and Domestic Violence:  A Need for Dialogue.”  (April, 1998)
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS_____________________________________________________________________
“Domestic Violence and the Child Welfare System,” Child Abuse, Neglect & the Foster Care System, Effective Social Work and the Legal System, Practicing Law Institute, at 2007-211 (2001).

“Naming the Violence:  Teens and Service Providers Speak Out,” National Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s Voice, Number 2, 1998 (co-author).
“Running an Effective Task Group:  The Five C’s,” The New Social Worker, Volume 4, Number 1:  Winter 1997.

EDUCATION ____________________________________________________________________________________

Graduate Center of the City University of New York, New York, New York 
September 2005 – 2016

Doctoral Candidate, M Phil
Columbia University School of Social Work, New York, New York


May 1996

Degree: Masters of Science in Social Work, Advanced Generalist Practice

Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts





May 1990

Degree: Bachelor of Arts, double major Latin American History and French
