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Our Questions of Focus
In the “First Lit Hum Lecture” in August, I said that Lit Hum asks us to consider different moral universes. This semester is full of them. For every single one of our readings, a main character makes a journey. Our entrance into the “universes” of this semester will be a discussion of this journey. Where does it begin? What are its goals? What is lost and what gained along the way? What must be suffered? What capacities are needed?  The following questions will form the core of our discussions. As you read the assigned texts, think about these. 

What constitutes a good or complete human life? Do all people have an equal chance to attain it?  What are the most important or essential human faculties and capacities (e.g. reason v. emotions)? Where does a human being best fulfill her or his nature?  Is an inward or outward journey necessary to fulfill it?  What temptations or difficulties prevent a complete human life?  What role do social conventions play in life?  What can people know and how do they come to know it (e.g., does God help)?  Is imagination, reason, or experience the most important source of knowledge? What role does art play in the acquisition and transmission of the truth?  What role do story-telling and the manipulation of words play in life and the attainment of truth?

Course Requirements 

1. Attendance, preparation, participation, and Wisdom notebook: A combination of quizzes, ID exams, written responses, class participation, and a “Wisdom notebook” will count for 20% of your final grade. For most new reading assignments, there will be either a quiz, ID exam, or writing response. As you know, the success of this course depends on the active and considerate participation of all students. You must come to class and be prepared. (Lit Hum requirements are that 4 unexcused absences lead to failure.) You will be considered absent if you do not bring your books, both the assigned readings and your Wisdom book.


Wisdom Book: This is a notebook in which you write comments on readings or materials related to Lit Hum. It will have two parts, a personal part, and a public part. In the latter, you’ll write informal comments on a work of visual art, music, dance, or popular art that is somehow related to one of our assigned Lit Hum texts. The notebook must include at least 6 of these. Two can be taken from the Explorations part of the website. The others should come from something you’ve visited or seen in the City. YOU MUST bring these to class. I will take them up periodically.


Class participation includes attending the following events: (a) tour of the Metropolitan Museum, (b) a performance of King Lear (date TBA), and (c) dinner or brunch at my house.


Preparation and Lit Hum Website
We will engage with the LH Website this semester. Read the Biography and Historical Context for each assigned text and check out the Explorations. I will often ask you to share your favorite Exploration with the class.

2. Exams: There will be a mid-term and final examination, the former counts for 15%, the latter for 20% of your grade. See dates below.

3. Papers: There will be three papers. The first will be 2 (double-spaced) pages and will count for 10% of your grade each, the second will be 3 (double-spaced) pages, and count for 15% of your grade, and the third will be (double-spaced) pages and worth 20% of your grade. You will be given specific requirements for each assignment. But please note that, although I will accept late papers, then will be counted off, regardless of excuse.

--- I’ll have extra office hours before the due date of a paper. I’m happy to discuss outlines of papers. I will not comment on drafts and I do not allow rewrites.

--- Do really take advantage of my office hours. Come by and chat! If you can’t make my office hours, we can make an appointment at another time.

A SUMMARY OF OUR SEMESTER BY WEEK



(2014)
January





Week 1 
 1/20
Introduction. Virgil’s Aeneid, Books 1-3. 



 1/22   Books 4-6




First Paper Topics Distributed


Week 2
 1/27
Virgil, Aeneid, Books 7-12.





 1/31
Friday, First Papers Due, 4:00  

February

Week 3
    2/3
   Ovid, Metamorphoses, Books 1, 12-14, 15; lines 745-870.


.

Week 4
    2/10    Augustine, Confessions, Books 1-10.  



Week 5
 2/17
Dante, Inferno, Cantos 1-9, 11-12, 16-19, 24-26, 30-34.

Week 6    2/24
Montaigne, Essays: To the Reader, 23; On Idleness, 26-8; On the Power of the 

         
Imagination, 36-48; On Cannibals, 105-19; On Repentance, 235-50; 



On Experience, 343-406. 
Second Paper Topics Distributed

Week 7 
 3/3
Shakespeare, King Lear





 3/7
Friday, Second Papers Due, 3:00 


March
Week 8
 3/10
Review and VOTE on second half of the course’s readings.


 3/12
MIDTERM 

Week 9
 3/12
SPRING BREAK

Week 10
 3/19
Cervantes, Don Quixote, Part I: Prologue, Chs. 1-10, 20-31, 36, 45-52. Part II: 


                    Prologue, Chs. 1-3, 8-15, 22-23, 30, 40-41, 72-74.

Week 11
 3/24
Goethe, Faust, Part I



April

Week 12
  3/31
Austen, Pride and Prejudice
Week 13

Finish Austen
Week 14
  4/18 
Monday: To the Lighthouse, “The Window”


  4/20 Wednesday, To the Lighthouse, “Time Passes”


Friday, 4/22: Required Core Wide Lecture, Prof. Robert O’Meally, “We are All a 
Collage: Montaigne, Picasso, and 
Louis Armstrong”, 11:00 Lerner Auditorium
Week 15  4/25 Monday, Woolf, To the Lighthouse, “The Lighthouse”

4/27 Wednesday, Close Reading in Lit Hum

May
Sunday, 5/1: King Lear, Brooklyn Academy of Music, 3:00

Week 16   5/2   
Review


 
(Wednesday, 3/4) Third Papers Due, 3:00

  5/6  
(Friday) FINAL EXAM, 12:30-3:30.

