
Pronouns 

Pronouns in Balti are marked for number (singular or plural) and person (1st, 2nd or 3rd). Furthermore, third 

person pronouns vary in gender (masculine or feminine) and second person pronouns have different levels 

of formality (formal and informal).  Table 1 shows all pronouns used in Balti. 

Table 1: Base (Absolutive) forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋa 

pl ŋaja 

2 sg form kʰjaŋ 

inform jaŋ 

pl form kʰɪdəŋ 

inform jɪdəŋ 

3 sg m kʰo 

f mo 

pl m/mixed kʰoŋ 

f moŋ 

It should be noted that the gender distinction only applies to human nouns and some animal terms. 

Other nouns in the language do not exhibit any gender and use masculine pronouns as their default. 

All of these pronouns can also be inflected for grammatical case. As with nouns, pronouns in the 

absolutive form do not take any marking, as show in Table 1. and, therefore, they will be considered the 

base form of the pronouns. There are two additional sets of reflexive and reflexive-possessive 

pronouns.  Tables 2 through 7 exemplify the other forms of the pronouns 

 



 

Table 2: Ergative forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋas 

pl ŋajas 

2 sg form kʰjaŋɪs 

inform jaŋɪs 

pl form kʰɪdəŋɪs 

inform jɪdəŋɪs 

3 sg m kʰoːs 

f moːs 

pl m/mixed kʰoŋɪs 

f moŋɪs 

  

  

  

Table 3: Dative forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋala 

pl ŋadaŋla 



2 sg form kʰjaŋla 

inform jaŋla 

pl form kʰɪdəŋla 

inform jɪdəŋla 

3 sg m kʰola 

f mola 

pl m/mixed kʰoŋla 

f moŋla 

  

  

Table 4: Genitive forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ɲi 

pl ŋaj 

2 sg form kʰjɛɾi 

inform jɛɾi 

pl form kʰjɛti 

inform jɛti 



3 sg m kʰoj 

f moj 

pl m/mixed kʰoŋi 

f moŋi 

  

Table 5: Comparative forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋətpa 

pl 1 

2 sg form 1 

inform jəpa 

pl form 1 

inform 1 

3 sg m kʰopa 

f mopa 

pl m/mixed kʰoŋpa 

f moŋpa 

1 Forms not attested in data. 

  



  

Table 6: Reflexive forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋaŋ 

pl naj 

2 sg form kjaŋ 

inform jaŋ 

pl form 1 

inform 1 

3 sg m kwaŋ 

f mwaŋ 

pl m/mixed khodaŋi 

f modaŋi 

1 Forms not attested in data. 

  

Table 7: Reflexive-possessive forms of pronouns 

Person Number Formality Gender Form 

1 sg ŋi 

pl ŋaj 

2 sg form kʰɛɾi 



inform jɛɾi 

pl form kʰɛti 

inform jɛti 

3 sg m kʰuɾi 

f muɾi 

pl m/mixed kʰɛti 

f mɛti 

 

 


